MINUTES
March 4, 2026
Quarterly Board Meeting

The Louisiana Board of Examiners of Nursing Facility Administrators (LABENFA) conducted its regularly scheduled meeting on March 4, 2026, in accordance with law and gubernatorial proclamation(s).  

Members Present:

Mr. Jamie Shelton, Chair			Mr. Marcus Naquin			
Mr. Jack Sanders, Vice Chair			Mr. Randall Myers
Mr. Cullen Brewer				Mr. Richard Guilbeaux
Mr. Eddie Borland				Mr. Scott Crabtree				
Dr. Charlotte Hurst							

Board Members Absent:

Dr. Susan Nelson
Ms. Barbara Anthony
Mr. Teddy Ray Price
Ms. Tizi Robinson

Others Present:

Mr. Joseph Townsend			Ms. Kristie Mascarella
Executive Director			Assistant Executive Director

Ms. Amy Groves Lowe
Attorney 

I. CALL TO ORDER
This meeting was called to order at 10:05 a.m. by Chair Shelton.  See attendance detailed above.
 
II. MINUTES
Chair Shelton presented the minutes for the meeting conducted on November 12, 2025, for approval.  Mr. Sanders made a motion to accept the minutes, Mr. Myers seconded.  Minutes were accepted unanimously.

III. PUBLIC COMMENTS
There were no public comments.

IV. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT
Mr. Townsend, Executive Director, presented the Executive Director Report as a part of the Financial Report.  See below.




 



V. FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT

Mr. Townsend presented the financial status of the Board in comparison to Fiscal Year 2022.  In FY 22 the Board had a negative $1700 total bottom line with total expenses of $400.000.  FY 25 the Board made a net profit of $100,572 with expenses of $301,000. Per the current month, there were three expense items Mr. Townsend explained:  bank charges due to the recently implemented Sweep Accounts which earns more interest than the previous savings account, supplies which was over budget due to the necessity of ordering licensure certificates, and an $80 credit to maintenance and repair due to a cancelled check. 

Mr. Borland moved to accept the Finance Committee report; Mr. Naquin seconded.



VI. EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORT

Mr. Borland reported: 
· Five applications for licensure in the past quarter of the fiscal year.  There were  four requests of reciprocity from Louisiana and one to Louisiana.  
· There were nine requests for continuing education, five of those were to take programs and four to offer.  He also reported that there are 13 annual continuing education providers.
· Currently there are 612 licensed administrators in the State.  Of those, 548 are active, 41 inactive, and 23 conditional. 
·  He and Ms. Mascarella reported on the pass/fail percentage of those taking the two NAB exams.  There was a total of 12 test taken.    Five of the six who took the Line of Service passed it and same with the Core.
· Ms. Mascarella discussed the applicants for the AIT program and requested board members review and sign off on the individual folders.  All applicants were accepted.
Mr. Crabtree moved to approve the Education Committee Report; Mr. Brewer seconded the motion.

VII. LDH Referral
Mr. Townsend noted that the Louisiana Department of Health sent no administrators referrals to the Board in the previous quarter of the fiscal year. 

VIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

· Mr. Townsend reminded Board members of their reporting requirements.
· Mr. Townsend announced that there were no public comments regarding rule changes that have been published in the Louisiana Register and are now being finalized.  The two changes were to the investigation procedures and the removal of the Certified Nurse Aide Registry (that is now under the Louisiana Department of Health).

Mr. Townsend reminded the Board members that the State-required Tier 2.1 disclosure must be completed by May 1.  He added that the board office does not receive their financial status but only needs verification that it was completed.  Mr. Townsend reminded the members of the required to take the state’s Ethics and Sexual Harassment continuing education before the end of the calendar year.  

IX. NEW BUSINESS

· Chair Sheldon is to appoint a personnel committee to nominate the Chair and Vice 
Chair positions, as both will be vacated on July 1, 2026 per state regulations.
· The Board unanimously approved the renewal the contracts for Ms. Lowe as Board counsel and Mr. Raines contracts as the Board’s prosecuting attorney  

Mr. Sheldon initiated conversation proposing the continuation of the LNHA/LABENFA annual continuing education conference.  Discussion on the site and date pursued.  The consensus is to conduct it in February, if possible, in Alexandria.  Mr. Townsend stated that he would be in touch with LNHA to set up the program.

X. Executive Committee

· Mr. Brewer made a motion to go into an executive committee session; Mr. Borland seconded. 

· The Board voted unanimously to approve a 4% pay increase for the Assistant Executive Director.
· The Board unanimously approved to grant the Chair the recommended authority and unanimously agreed granting the Board chair authority to sign an order of summary suspension pending a scheduled hearing with the administrator in question and to move forward with the suspension of the administrator’s nursing home license as a part of the process. 

XI.  Adjournment

Dr. Scott motioned to adjourn the meeting; Mr. Myers seconded.  Motion carried unanimously.   Motion carried unanimously.  Meeting adjourned at 11:30 a.m.



